Chapter III
THE CORONATION
1 HERE are only left in the world to-day two Corona-
tions that can be said to have world-wide influence and
meaning; the coronation of the Pope in Rome and the
coronation of the King in London, Whereas it takes
almost a year to prepare the ceremony in Westminster
Abbey, with its eight thousand seats, the coronation hi
St Peter's takes place the Sunday after the election of the
Pope; and on that Sunday morning in February 1922 when
Pope Pius XI was crowned there were over fifty thousand
people in the great Basilica, which had not seen a Papal
Coronation since that of Pius X in 1903, Both Leo XIII
and Benedict XV, the latter because it was during the
Great War, were crowned in the Sistine ChapeL
If there were fifty thousand people inside, there were
well over two hundred thousand still hoping for admission
in the square in front of St Peter's, The people began to
arrive at 4.30 in the morning, and the yelling and scream-
ing continued right through the ceremony until the
departure of the Pope.
Cardinal Bisleti was too ill to crown His Holiness and
this was done by the Jesuit Cardinal Billot instead. This
cardinal was himself to be virtually exiled a few years
later, after disagreements with Pope Pius.